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that the Constitution, by its own declaration, was
"ordained and established " in the name of the peo-
ple, "in order to form a more perfect union, establish
justice, insure domestic tranquillity, and secure the
blessings of liberty to themselves and their poster-
ity. " Nor did he consider the argument "that the
people had already surrendered all their powers to
the State Sovereignties and had nothing more to
give," a persuasive one, for "surely, the question
whether they may resume and modify the power
granted to the government does not remain to be
settled in this country. Much more might the
legitimacy of the General Government be doubted,
had it been created by the States. The powers
delegated to the State sovereignties were to be ex-
ercised by themselves, not by a distinct and inde-
pendent sovereignty created by them/' * * The Gov-
ernment of the Union, then," Marshall proceeded,
"is emphatically ... a government of the peo-
ple. In form and in substance it emanates from
them. Its powers are granted by them, and are
to be exercised on them, and for their benefit."
And what was the nature of this Government? "If
any one proposition could command the universal
assent of mankind we might expect it would be
this: that the government of the Union, thoug